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                   FELLOWSHIP OF THE UNASHAMED

   
  “But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law 
        he meditates day and night.
    And he will be like a tree þrmly planted by streams of water,  
        which yields its fruit in its season, 
    And its leaf does not wither and in whatever he does he prospers”
                            
                              WHY AM I SO MISERABLE?    
   
   What can possibly explain the waves of discontentment and empti-
ness that wash over us at the best of times? We allegedly live in the 
most prosperous and enlightened generation. The focus of all our 
attention and energy is self-fulýllment and yet the vast majority of 
people are neither happy nor satisýed with their lives. Self-fulýll-
ment seems to be the one thing we lack! Of course everyone has bad 
days so we can easily explain the despair when our car breaks down 
on the way to work. What we can’t explain is the lack of satisfaction 
that accompanies getting the things we want. We buy all the things 
that promise us excitement, we get the job that will be so rewarding, 
we move to the perfect neighborhood, our house is as good or better 
than our neighbor’s, the coveted vehicle is sitting in our driveway, we 
spend all our time playing with the latest games and toys, but rather 
than being happy we are not, deýnitely not.
   Why am I so miserable? The answer to that question surprisingly 
starts way back in the book of Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy is part of 
the ýrst ýve books of the Bible called the Books of the Law. They 
were written by God through Moses and form the foundation for the 
Jewish and Christian religions. Deuteronomy is the ýfth or last  book 
of the law and consists mainly of a summary of God’s laws regarding 
manôs conduct. In Deuteronomy chapter 28 we ýnd distinct clues to 
the problem of mankind’s state of general misery. As we begin read-
ing this chapter, we ýnd that Moses  has just ýnished instructing his 
people at length about the 10 Commandments and the laws of God. 
He concludes with this foundation stone of our universe: 

   1



                                  THE BLESSING
    
   Now it shall be, if you will diligently obey the Lord your God, being 
careful to do all of His commandments which I command you today, 
the Lord your God will set you high above all the nations of the earth. 
And all these blessings shall come upon you  and overtake you, if you 
will obey the Lord your God.                   
   Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the 
country. Blessed shall be the offspring of your body and the produce 
of your ground. Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl 
[ food provisions]. 
   Blessed shall you be when you come in and  when you go out. The 
Lord will cause your enemies who rise up against you to be defeated 
before you; they shall come out against you one way and þee before 
you seven ways. 
   The Lord will command the blessing upon you and on all you put 
your hand to. The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself 
as He swore to you, if you will keep the Commandments of the Lord 
your God and walk in His ways. 
   The Lord will make you abound in prosperity. The Lord will open 
for you  His good storehouse, the heavens, to give  rain to your land 
in its season  and to bless all the work of your hand; and  you shall 
lend to many but you shall not borrow. 
  And the Lord shall make you the head and not the tail  if you will 
listen to the commandments of the Lord your God which I charge you 
today, to observe them carefully and do not turn aside from any of the 
words which I command you today, to the right or to the left.

                                        THE CURSE 

   But it shall come about, if you will not obey the Lord your God, to 
observe to do all His Commandments and His statutes, that all of these 
curses shall come upon you  and overtake you;
   Cursed shall you be in the city and cursed shall you be in the country. 
Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. Cursed shall be 
the offspring of your body and the produce of your ground. 
Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when 
you go out. The Lord will send upon you curses, confusion, 
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and rebuke, in all you undertake to do.
  The Lord will make the pestilence cling to you, the Lord will smite 
you with consumption [cancer] and with fever  and with inþammation 
and with ýery heat and with the sword and with blight and with mildew 
and they shall pursue you until you perish.
   And the heaven which is over your head shall be bronze, and the 
earth iron. The Lord will make the rain powder and dust. The Lord 
will cause you to be defeated before your enemies;  you shall go out 
one way against them, but þee seven ways before them, and you shall 
be an example of terror to all. 
  The Lord will smite you with boils and  with tumors and with scab 
and with itch from which you cannot be healed. The Lord will smite 
you with madness and with blindness and with bewilderment of heart. 
[NAS abbreviated]
  Now we have some evidence of what the general problem is;
To the question; Why am I so miserable? The Bibleôs answer is; We   
have fallen under the curse of Godôs displeasure because of constantly 
breaking His laws.
And this is not peculiar to the Old Testament. The Apostle Paul says 
in the book of Colossians 3:25 “For he who does wrong will receive 
the  consequences of the wrong he has done and that without partial-
ity.” That means no matter who you are or how justiþed you feel about 
doing something that God’s Law says is wrong, you will be punished.  
Now let’s start with the basics: Why are these laws so important to our 
personal happiness? Why can’t we simply ignore them?

                       WHY IS LAW SO IMPORTANT?

   We live in a time of great 
lawlessness. Laws are perceived 
as annoying, unnecessary and re-
stricting to our personal freedom. 
There is great pride in openly 
disregarding laws. However, let’s 
consider just one small example 
to help change our concept of the 
law.
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pick on Boston because it has a number of unusual intersections, some 
containing 5 or 6 convergent streets. During rush hour these intersec-
tions are considered chaotic. Each driver impatiently strains to get 
through, sometimes waiting two or three changes from red to green 
before successfully passing through. Irritation at being slowed down 
is evidenced on many faces. But this is not chaos...if there is a power 
outage and the trafþc signals go down....now that’s chaos! 
   Coincidently as these words were being written, the largest electric 
blackout in history occurred leaving NY City, Toronto, Detroit and a 
number of other cities with no power [ I hope there’s no connection!] 
The result of having no trafþc signals was graphically displayed as the 
afternoon rush hour trafþc came to a complete standstill. It became 
very evident that it is precisely because we have trafþc laws that we 
can drive in the city at all. Without them confusion reigns and it is not 
even possible to drive through a crowded area. So trafþc 
  laws are not only good but essential for us to live and conduct busi-
ness.                 
        In the same way law itself is good and essential for life.

4

   How many times have you been irritated at being restrained by trafþc 
laws? Now picture driving into one of our major cities. I will  
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one could walk in while you were watching TV, take your TV and leave! 
Or, take your child! Or move into your house! And so it is because 
of the laws that we have some se-
curity. Law brings peace, order and 
safety to society. Without law there 
is anarchy. That means whoever is 
strongest takes what they want from 
the weaker. There is no protection 
and people live in complete fear. So 
law itself is an instrument of God to 
bring security to all people. Remem-
ber that. However, as we examine 
law closely, we see it is not the law 
itself that keeps us in safety; it’s because there is a system to enforce 
the law. So it’s actually the penalty of the law that makes us safe in 
our homes. If there were no penalty, people would laugh at the law 
and then do whatever they wanted. 
               
               WITHOUT A PENALTY THERE IS NO LAW
  
   Say an ‘enlightened’ governor made up a list of rules and regulations 
which would cause the citizens to live happily and prosperously with 
each other, then concluded by saying he dismissed the entire police 
force because he felt they were too intimidating. He was hoping his 
good constituents would willingly comply. He hoped they would obey 
[amazingly, this idea has become the essence of our modern-day child-
raising techniques]. Of course, we all know what the results would be. 
Common sense tells us that the laws would be disregarded immediately. 
Why? Because human nature does not like to be restrained at all. Hu-
man nature will always take advantage of any leniency in order to get 
what it wants. However with the penalty 

   Let’s think a bit more about the importance of the law in our lives. 
Though we all complain about laws and how restrictive they are, yet 
if there were no law, it means you could be in your home and some-       

              THE BLESSING AND PENALTY OF THE LAW

                                        LESSON TWO
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people are discouraged from breaking the law. They neither want to 
be þned nor jailed. Where there are strictly enforced uniform penalties 
people are afraid to break the law and so the law holds up. Peace and 
security reign in the nation. Thus we can see that to have a penalty for 
breaking the law is absolutely necessary. Without it the law becomes 
merely a suggestion.
                
                 OBEYING THE LAW BRINGS BLESSING
                BREAKING THE LAW BRINGS PENALTY
  
  Because of the penalty, those who ignore the law þnd life to be exceed-
ingly miserable. They’re constantly on edge, worried about the law, 
scared of punishment, or they’ve been caught and are being punished. 
However, those who keep the law þnd great beneþts in being law-abid-
ing. Those who obey the law þnd that rather than being restricted they 
actually  have tremendous freedom. Those who can’t resist the urge to 
speed in their car þnd themselves penalized. They want the freedom 
to go fast but instead they get their license suspended and can’t even 
drive. For those who obey the law they have the ability to drive from 
coast to coast with no restriction, anytime of day or night, any desti-
nation - total freedom! With that  in mind we go back to the original 
question once again WHY AM I SO MISERABLE.? Simple;                    
  Just as there are laws that govern our lives in our communities, there 
are laws set up by God to govern our spiritual behavior. If we break 
those laws, either civil or spiritual, we pay the price. Break the law 
and pay the price. Obey the law, enjoy your life.
                                                                        
                THE PENALTY IS STRICT, BUT DELAYED
    
   Most people don’t even know that there are spiritual laws let alone 
keep the them! And these laws are strictly enforced. There are serious 
consequences to breaking them.
   In our community there are police who enforce the law; if you break 
it you are notiþed immediately  and pay the consequences.With Godõs 
laws there are no policemen per se there are only the penalties. Behavior 
that breaks His law automatically assigns a penalty to us. 
But as we read Deuteronomy 28 closely, however, we see one little 
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twist in God’s enforcement system and that is: the penalty does not 
come to us instantly. No, it says they will come upon you and overtake 
you. In another version, it says pursue you and overtake you. So it’s 
more like a penalty that is written out and stamped with our name on 
it and then mailed to us. If you speed while driving  you will not be 

penalized on the spot, rather you will receive a 
summons in the mail a month later and then you 
will pay the þne. There is a delay. On your þrst 
speeding offense you are tempted to think that 
you got away with it, but sooner or later that þne 
will come to you with a legal notice informing 
you to pay up or take the consequences. It is ex-

actly the same with God’s laws. There is a delay but the penalty will 
pursue us and overtake us. “All these curses shall come upon you and 
overtake you”. Every single time we do something against God’s law 
a penalty is assigned to us, then it is sealed and sent with our name 
on it. Ecclesiastes 8: 11 says, “The sentence against an evil deed is 
not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among 
them are given fully to evil.” Why are we so miserable? We’ve done 
wrong for a long time and the penalties have caught up with us! 
So we are discouraged,  hopeless, afraid and in despair because 
we are reaping the consequences of breaking laws that we didn’t 
even know existed!    

                     GOD’S LAWS ARE RADIOACTIVE!   
  
    If you think that isnõt fair consider this: those who þrst began working 
in the nuclear þeld did not have any understanding of the laws of radia-
tion. As a consequence, they were exposed to something completely 
invisible and undetected. Over time, be-
cause of their ignorance of those laws of 
physics, they developed deadly diseases. 
In the same way when we break God’s 
laws we develope deadly diseases over 
a period of time. And just like it was 
greatly in their favor to learn the laws of 
radiation, so it is our best possible good to 
learn what God’s laws are so we can start 
to escape the results of breaking them.
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                    GOD’S LAWS GOVERN THE HEART

                   
 The laws of God differ from the laws of our communities in this respect 
- our civil laws govern outward behavior while God’s laws govern our 
inward behavior as well. The civil law prevents us only from stealing, 
God’s law prevents us from wanting to steal. The civil law steps in 
to prevent us from murdering, God’s law steps in to prevent us from 
even being angry with someone. So.. you can be perfectly law-abid-
ing in terms of the civil government, not stealing, not killing etc. and 
at the same time you can be breaking God’s laws all day long. Every 
time we are jealous, or spiteful, 
or angry, or selþsh, or arrogant, 
or rude, or lustful, or proud, or 
vain, we are breaking God’s 
laws which govern our HEART 
attitudes! Then, every time we 
break a law of God we receive 
a stamped penalty addressed to 
us! The penalty pursues us and 
overtakes us no matter where we 
are or what we’re doing. We think for a time that we are getting away 
with it, but it is not possible to escape the consequences of breaking 
God’s laws. And  remember from Colossians 3:25 that it doesn’t matter 
who we are or who we think we are, God’s law is impartial. 
   So, as we become aware of the inescapable punishment connected 
with every infraction, we become very anxious to þnd out  what the 
laws are so we can escape the penalty. But that puts us into an even 
greater dilemma!

          LEARNING ABOUT THE PENALTY OF THE LAW
                DOES NOT STOP US FROM BREAKING IT
              
   Unfortunately, just discovering that there are spiritual laws and heavy 
penalties does not stop us from breaking them. What’s the problem? 
In two words - SIN NATURE. We have a natural predisposition to do 
what is wrong. In common language we love to sin. 
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   We take great delight in criticizing people! 
   We love to feel we’re better than someone else!
   We want people to be envious of us!
   We’re glad when people give in to our demands!
   We love being lazy!
   We want to do what we want to do!
   We love to party!
   We can’t wait to get the newest thing so we can show it off!
   It feels good to blast the one who irritates you!
   Belittling people is second nature to us!
   We hate anything that takes us away from our pleasures!
   We loathe any authority that infringes on our freedom to have a 
   good time!         
  We continue to break  the law even though we’re scared of the punish-
ment because we can’t stop ourselves. We naturally and automatically 
do all those things which bring penalty. We are proud, we are lustful, 
we are selþsh and we love being that way! 
   Then the Lord saw the wickedness of man was great on the earth, 
and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continu-
ally. Gen 6:5.
                                     What do we do?
                                 
                                      ENTER JESUS
                   
                     Jesus is God’s miracle to save our lives.
    A full account of the atonement provided by Jesus’ death and resur-
rection will be dealt with in the following lessons, but for now we want 
to focus on the two speciþc reasons that Jesus came to Earth. 
    The þrst was to bring Godõs forgiveness to us so that the penalty 
from the law could be lifted from us. In terms of civil government, He 
caused the charges against us to be dropped. 
    The second was to bring about a change of heart within us so that 
we no longer desire to break the law. Both are essential.        
   Let’s explain:
   The þrst reason is self-evident. In order to rescue His people He had 
to release them from the punishment of the law. This is as simple
as understanding a Presidential pardon. Before a President of the 
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U.S. leaves ofþce he has the power to issue pardons to anyone, regard-
less of the crime they have committed. He signs the certiþcate and 
they are free - even if they are convicted murderers! Jesus obtained a 
certiþcate of pardon from God the Father for all those who were guilty 
under the law regardless of the crime! This pardon was granted to all 
who come to God through faith in His Son, Jesus.
  The second reason that He came to bring a change of heart is best 
explained by the following illustration:
If a governor decided to show mercy to convicted felons in the state 
penitentiary and issued a full pardon to all the inmates, what would 
you have?...Several hundred happy convicted felons running around 

loose on the streets. They 
would still be criminals, 
but they would be getting 
the opportunity to break 
more laws. They would 
be exactly the same people 
and the net effect of the 
pardon would be to make 
them feel they had gotten 
away with their crimes. 
So it would actually make 
them bolder in their disre-

gard for the law. If Jesus simply granted us pardon, we would be no 
better off than we were before, because like most convicted felons we 
would use our freedom to go out and commit more crimes!
   For the pardon to have lasting effect we would also have to be 
reformed. We would have to become changed people that wanted to 
do what was right. We would have to have a change of heart. That is 
exactly what Jesus came to do. After sacriþcing Himself on our behalf 
so we could go free, He then provided for the Holy Spirit to be poured 
out so that men and women everywhere could have a brand new love 
for God and desire to obey Him. Deuteronomy 30: 6 says  “The Lord 
your God will circumcise your heart to love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live” and 
“ You shall again obey the Lord and observe all His commandments.” 
Hebrews 10:16-17 says ”This is the covenant that I will make with 
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          JESUS STOPS THE CYCLE OF SIN AND DEATH
  
   As mentioned, it is not possible for us to stop our natural inclination 
to break God’s laws. We are weak and we desire to sin. So the thing 
we desire also causes our misery and destruction! Sin is like doing 
drugs. Once we  taste it we are irresistibly drawn to it. All the while 
it is killing us. 
     Jesus stops the cycle of sin and death by þrst forgiving us, then by 
giving us a desire to be good. We love to obey because we love Him.  
                                    He enters our life and gives us a brand new heart. 
Once we receive Christ as our Savior by faith we are forgiven, then we 
are slowly cleansed from our actual sins. Then, as we begin living in 
obedience we start to see the amazing blessings of God pour over us. 
We begin to be pursued and overtaken by the blessings of God! 
   “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who
        loves me: and he who loves me shall be loved by my Father,
     And I will love him and reveal Myself to him”[ John 14:21].
   “If we confess our sins He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
       our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”1John 1:9 
    

them, after those days I will put My laws upon their heart, and upon 
their heart I will write them.... And their sins and their lawless deeds 
I will remember no more”.
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                                   LESSON THREE  

                        SO WHAT ARE GOD’S LAWS?           

   In the last chapter we established that God has set up spiritual laws 
and that there are penalties for breaking the laws and blessings for 
keeping them. By God’s divine enforcement system the penalties for 
breaking the laws are automatically sent to us. They pursue us and 
overtake us. No matter where we go those penalties are forwarded to 
us. Whether you believe in God or His laws or not makes absolutely no 
difference.  These laws exist! It is very important for us to learn what 
God’s laws are so that we do not stumble and break them, because 
the penalty of the law is harsh and makes our lives miserable. 
   On the other side, the blessing of the Lord for obedience is also 
sent to us. The blessings also pursue us and overtake us. The reward 
for keeping the law is wonderful, not like regular earthly law. With 
earthly law the blessing for obedience is in not being punished. Sim-
ply, if you’re good nothing bad happens. NOT SO with God’s law. 
King David says it well in Psalm 19; 
 “ The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul. The testimony 
       of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.
    The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart. 
    The commandment of the Lord is pure enlightening the eye.
    The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever.
    They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much þne gold.
    Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.
    In keeping them there is great reward.”
 Now, the question is what law was David referring to when he said  
keeping them was sweeter than the honeycomb?  Since he lived ap-
proximately 1000 BC we know he wasn’t speaking of anything from 
the New Testament. He also wasnõt referring to the sacriþcial laws 
outlined in the book of Leviticus, which make up the bulk of Jewish 
worship, because he says later in Psalm 40 òSacriþce and meal offer-
ing You have not desired; My ears You have opened; Burnt offering 
and sin offering You have not required. I delight to do Thy will O my 
God; Thy law is within my heart”[Ps. 40; 6-8]. So the law David is 
referring to is the 10 Commandments and the other laws regarding 
treating people kindly and avoiding sin.  
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 The 10 Commandments have become 
increasingly unpopular in recent years 
because they seem too restrictive for our 
modern lifestyle. In fact, most people 
have never read them and don’t know 
what they are. As an example, see how 
many you can remember without read-
ing them.... Because of that we will list 
them now in order. 
                       
                           THE 10 COMMANDMENTS

   I am the Lord thy God, you shall have no other gods before Me.
      You shall not worship them or serve them; for I the Lord your
      God am a jealous God,visiting the iniquity of the fathers on  the
      children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate
      Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands of those who love
      Me and keep My commandments.
   You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the
       Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.
   Remember the sabbath to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor 
       and do all your work but the seventh day is a sabbath of the Lord
      your God; in it you shall not do any work.
   Honor your father and mother that your days may be prolonged in
      the land which the Lord your God gives you.
   You shall not murder.
   You shall not commit adultery.
   You shall not steal.
   You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
   You shall not covet [desire] your neighbors house or goods.
   You shall not covet [desire] your neighbors wife. Exodus 20; 1-17
  These same Commandments are re-examined in the New Testament 
by Jesus who explains them carefully in the Sermon on the Mount 
[Matthew 5-7]. In this powerful passage of scripture, Jesus  explains 
the inner meaning of the laws and  shows that God goes far beyond 
the laws themselves to the heart attitude behind the laws. God is not 
content that we don’t murder someone, He does not even want strong 
anger against anyone. He is concerned that our heart is pure.  
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              JUST THE FIRST COMMANDMENT ALONE 
                        EXPLAINS OUR CONDITION
                     
   To give an example of how the Commandments affect us personally 
we will now examine the þrst law of God as revealed in the 10 Com-
mandments: I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods 
before Me.
  This commandment and the breaking of this far-reaching law is ac-
tually the primary cause of our misery. Most people of our time and 
culture dismiss this commandment as not relevant to our society. They 
reason that since theyõre not sacriþcing to any pagan idols, they have 
this law pretty well wrapped up. NOT SO. This verse is clariþed in 
Deuteronomy 6:5. “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your might.” The essence of 
this law is that there should be nothing in our life we love more than 
Him. When we consider it in this light, we can see it touching every 
area of our life. To put it bluntly, we have false gods before Him all day 
long. In fact, except in rare cases, all we have are false gods! Beginning 
when we are born into this world, we  cram our lives full with every  
false god imaginable; salvation is the process of coming to know the 
true God and getting rid of all the others. Let‘s explain.

                                     FALSE GODS
 
 A false god is anything we look to in our lives for joy, happiness 

or meaning other than Jesus. 
Anything we look to apart from 
the true God is a false god. That 
means if we look to all the pas-
sions of the ÿesh, they are idols. 
If we take
our pleasure from drinking, 
drugs, rock n’ roll and lust, those 
are our

false gods. They have taken the place of the real God in our lives. If 
we look to TV, music, sports, dancing, movies, entertainment, and 
computer games for our joy those are false gods. If we look to shopping 
or cars or new things for our pleasure, they are all false gods.
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If we look to boyfriends or girlfriends or husbands or wives for our 
happiness, they become false idols. If we look to money or success or 
investments, they become pagan gods. Every single thing striven for as 
a source of our happiness apart from God Himself is a false god and 
makes us liable for punishment.
  
                     AND WHAT IS THE PUNISHMENT?
  
  The punishment for violating the First Commandment is twofold:
  First, there is the universal law built right into the heart of this com-
mandment that if we look to anything for joy apart from God, it will 
disappoint us and let us down - hard.  
  Second, there is the actual punishment which will pursue us and 
overtake us. The full penalty of the law will eventually be demanded 
of us. Part of it will come to us now in our earthly life; the rest will be 
revealed at the Great Judgement Day.
   In the þrst punishment we see the truth in our axiom ôbreak the law and 
pay the price; obey the law, enjoy your life.’ Our whole life becomes a 
series of complete disappointments  and misery, because  every single 
thing we look to for joy or pleasure lets us down. 
 - The boyfriend walks away, the husband is unfaithful, the car gets
        scratched and dented.
  -The stock market crashes, video games leave us empty and 
        depressed, our team loses.
  -Drugs and alcohol leave us dead.
  -Sex outside marriage leaves us with offspring, disease and no one
       to help raise the children.
  -The perfect job has irritating co-workers, the perfect neighborhood
       is made up of people just like you! Each one is totally concerned
      only about themselves. 
   In fact, this letdown is so universal that this very single commandment 
alone answers our question of why we are so miserable. If we examine 
our miserableness, we will þnd without exception that it is because we 
were looking at some earthly happiness that ended up disappointing 
us. Every  time we’re miserable, it’s because we’re, in fact, breaking 
the First Commandment. We have set up some false  god, some source 
of happiness, and it has let us down. We pay a severe price for having 
false gods. Our world falls apart.
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So, þrst, we have the built in penalty of trusting something that canõt be 
trusted; second, we have the actual punishment and curse of breaking 
the law - the punishment that is sent to us and overtakes us.        
  So we have the built-in punishment of all these things letting us 
down; then we have the penalty of the law added to it, thus we have  
the source of our misery.
   LAW: To whatever degree we look to things other than God for 
our happiness; that is the degree of misery we have.

                IT IS GOD TRYING TO SAVE OUR LIVES

    Now isn’t that kind of mean? Isn’t God being too harsh, too 
strict?
How harsh is a mother who strictly enforces a rule for her kids not to 
play in the street? Is that harsh? Is she doing it to be mean? Because 
she doesn’t want her children to have any fun? No, of course not. She 
does it to protect the child’s life. She loves the child more than anyone 
else in the world and doesn’t want anything bad to happen to it. In the 
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sort, we get hurt - not just hurt, but actually threatened with death, like 
playing in the street. It’s not just death, but eternal death, dead forever. 
God, the true loving parent doesn’t want any of His precious children 
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dead forever. That doesn’t sound harsh at all, does it? As we turn to 1 
John, chapter 2 we see that God is protecting us. 
  “Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves
      the world the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in
      the world, the lust of the ÿesh, the lust of the eyes, and the boast-  
     ful pride of life is not from the Father, but is from the world. And
     the world is passing away and also its lusts; but the one who
     does the will of God abides forever.”

     OUR FALSE GODS WILL LEAD US TO A TRUE  HELL
  
   If we base our lives on the things of this world, the world is pass-
ing away and all those things that we live for are passing with it! We  
will go to a place where there are no passions, or rather, no fulþllment 
of passions. In hell there will be only the burning desire for all those 
things, but those things won’t exist! Hell will be exactly like a drug 
addict locked up in jail with no drugs. Remember that. Heaven is a 
place where God has taken away the passions for evil and prepared the 
fulþllment of every good and lawful desire. Therefore His people will 
live in perfect delight and contentment.
  Every single decision we make and everything we do sets us up for 
one or the other. If we ignore the First Commandment we prepare 
ourselves for burning ÿames of passion in hell. If we become afraid 
and begin to seek God earnestly, He will start to cleanse us from 
evil and evil desires. 
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  Now that we have þrmly established we are in serious trouble, we 
can start to understand the ‘Good News’ which the gospel of Jesus 
represents. There is a speciþc order to Godõs revelation to man and  it 
is for a purpose. The purpose is this: God þrst sent the LAW, mean-
ing the 10 Commandments, in order to cause men everywhere to 
understand their sin. He established the law that their sin might be 
deþned. It is very similar to a parent correcting a little child.  In nearly 
every case the child will  excuse himself by saying ‘I didn’t know’ 
or ‘you never told me’. We are all notorious for making up excuses 
for our bad behavior. The Law, the 10 Commandments, once and for 
all time, tells us exactly what God expects of us. There are no more 
gray areas. When that was accomplished, He sent His Son to be our 
Savior, to save us from our sins. The Apostle Paul says,“Therefore the 
law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ that we may be justiþed 
by faith.” This second part is what distinguishes Christianity from 
every other religion of the world. Christianity is a religion of grace.
   
                              RELIGION OF WORKS
  
  All other religions of the world are based on WORKS. That means 
a code of behavior is established and those who 
live up to the standard go to a heaven-like place 
when they die [or after a series of deaths and re-
incarnations]. Those   who are interested in going 
to the heaven-like place begin a rigorous lifestyle 
of trying to obey the religion. Hence it is called 
a religion of works - it is based on how well they 
perform or live up to the religious code. They go 
to temples, they offer sacriþces, they go  door 
to door, they blow themselves up in order to kill 
members of other religions - all for the purpose of 
attaining approval in order to go to heaven.Those who don’t understand 

                                   LESSON FOUR

            CHRISTIANITY, THE RELIGION OF GRACE
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Christianity also try to use it in the same way. They try to measure 
how good they are by how closely they follow the rules. When they 
do that they turn Christianity into a false religion. Right now, as you 
are discovering the effects of breaking the law, your þrst impulse will 
normally be to start trying hard to be good. But here’s another twist!

                   
                    CHRISTIANITY IS NOT BASED ON  
             HOW  WELL WE KEEP THE LAWS OF GOD 
 
   The Bible does not say that if we keep so many laws so much of the 
time, we’ll go to heaven. Christianity is a religion of grace and that 
means our salvation is not based on how well we do keeping the laws of 
God. That’s a good thing. Why? Because we would all be convicted and 
hung! Think how many times in one day we break the First Command-
ment alone. So if it were up to us and our ability to be good, none of us 
could make it. That’s precisely what the Bible does say.                          
    The book of Romans 3:10 -12 says,
    
     “ There is none righteous, not even one; There is none 
           who understand, There is none who seeks for God.   
        All have turned aside, together they have become useless;      
        There is none who does good, there is not even one.”
                          Romans 3;23 says,                      
     “ for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
    Then it goes on to say,
     “ The wages of sin are death, but the free gift of God is
           eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   
  
  With these words we can clearly see that if Christianity were a reli-
gion of works all of us would be condemned! That’s because we ARE 
all condemned. We break God’s laws from morning to night in ways 
we don’t even know. We sin continually in our thoughts and actions. 
Even the few good things we do are polluted with impure motives of 
wanting to be recognized.
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                       SIN SEPARATES US FROM GOD 

         GOD IS LIFE. HE IS THE FOUNTAIN OF LIFE  AND 
    HE IS THE SOURCE OF ALL TRUE LIFE AND HAPPINESS.
 
  Psalm 36: 8-9 says;
    òThey drink their þll of the abundance of Thy house and  
         Thou dost give them to drink of the River of Thy Delights.
      For with Thee is the Fountain of Life and
         In Thy light we see light.”
  Psalm 34; 8-10 says,
     “O taste and see that the Lord is good.
     How blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
     O fear the lord you His saints;
     For to those who fear Him there is no want.
     The young lions do lack and suffer hunger;
     But those who seek the Lord shall not be 
     In want of any good thing.”
  
   When we sin we push ourselves further and further away from Him. 
Since He is the very essence of life,  we are automatically separated 
from all that is pleasing, rewarding, joyful and satisfying. That leaves 
us very empty. Then, because we feel so terrible, what do we do? We 
go out and sin harder and more than before in a desperate attempt to 
make life seem exciting again. Of course, that makes us receive more 
penalties which makes us feel even worse. So our lives get drier and 
drier.              
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                            THE QUICKSAND EFFECT

   As you begin to þnd out what Godõs laws are and then þnd out there 
are huge blessings attached to obeying them, you naturally want to start 
obeying so you can get out of the trouble you’re in. But, unfortunately 
we are all people who are in a pit of quicksand - not just any quicksand, 
we are struggling in the Quicksand of Death. We are dying and will 
drown if we aren’t rescued! 
  Then someone calls to you from the shore and tells you that there is 
safe, solid ground just a short distance away. 
As you look, you can see people, who have 
been rescued from the same pit, walking 
around safe and happy. The solid ground is 
God’s Word, God’s salvation, God’s protec-
tion and blessing on your life. When you see 
it you have an automatic reaction of struggling 
to get there. You are frightened of drowning 
and want to get to safety. Unfortunately the 
nature of quicksand is that the harder you 
struggle the deeper you sink. The Quicksand of Death is your sins. 
Your sins are pulling you down to eternal death and no matter how 
you struggle you CAN’T SAVE YOURSELF.
  We are condemned by our by our sins and we can’t stop sinning even 
if we want to. Even those who struggle to be good can’t reach safe 
ground. So we do the only thing we can do - cry out for help!

                 JESUS HIMSELF REACHES OUT TO US
  
    As you reach the point of utter despair, you close your eyes wait-
ing to sink down to your death, when suddenly you feel a gentle tap. 
Someone with a stick has reached out to you and is offering to pull 
you to safety. That someone is JESUS. He has come right down to the 
very pit to rescue you. His face is þlled with compassion as He leans 
way out over the Quicksand of Death with a blood stained tree branch 
in His hand. He calls to you to hold on. That stick, that stained tree is 
called GRACE. It is the GRACE of Christianity that no other religion 
has. As you grab hold of that wooden branch, He pulls you out and 

20 21



out and sets you on þrm ground. Where you would have only per-
ished in your sins and the punishment of the Law, God through Jesus, 
reaches out to you and says ‘hold on tight, I’ll pull you to safety.’ All 
the religions of the world cannot do that one act which God does. He 
does something totally beyond our ability and rescues us when we 
have no way to keep from perishing. He saves us without regard for 
the fact that it was our own willful disobedience that got us into the 
quicksand. He rescues us as though we were His own lost brother or 
sister about to drown.

  That’s why people who have been 
saved love Jesus so much. He is their 
rescuer, He is their lifeline. They would 
be dead if it weren’t for Him. In fact 
they couldn’t even hold on to  Him if it 
weren’t for His supernatural touch giv-
ing them strength. Even the strength is 
a gift from God. “For by grace you have 
been saved through  faith, and that not 
of ourselves; it is the gift of God, not 
of works, lest anyone should boast.” 
Eph. 2:8.
  In a recent issue of a popular magazine 

the back cover showed a man unabashedly embracing another man. 
As you read the story you found that one man had just saved the other 
from certain death. There was an unashamed bond between them. The 
rescued man was proud to be seen embracing his rescuer by millions 
of people. In the same way, we who have been rescued by Jesus have 
an unashamed love and gratitude for Him. He is our Savior.
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                                     LESSON FIVE
                                 
                                JESUS’ SALVATION

   Let’s sum up our last lesson;
   In our willful ignorance we break all sorts of God’s laws. We begin 
to reap the penalty of the law and so begin to sink in the Quicksand of 
Death because of our sins. Someone points out that there is a place of 
safety; that is, we þnd that if we obey God great blessings will come 
upon us instead of great curses. So we begin to struggle to get there. 
We try to start being good and can’t. We are so weak, despite all our 
good intentions, we run to sin. We love everything that kills us. Finally, 
after we sink deeper and deeper into trouble, we realize that unless 
there is a miracle, WE ARE DEAD. We call out to God for help, then 
Jesus comes to us and He is our miracle. He reaches out and says, “I’ll 
pull you to safety.” By His reaching out to us we are saved [His act of 
reaching out to us actually required much more of Him than the effort 
of pulling us to safety, but that subject will be dealt with thoroughly 
later on]. 
          And what is the salvation that Jesus has brought to us?
   First, as we discussed earlier, He causes the death penalty charged 
against us to be dropped. He brings us forgiveness for all our sins so 
we do not have to receive the just penalty for our crimes.
  Second, He plants in us a new desire to be good so that we do not 
simply use our new freedom to go out and sin again. He gives us pardon 
and begins to change our heart to want to become obedient children. 
What follows from there are the Blessings of Obedience found in 
Dueteronomy 28. 

                            HOW DO I GET SAVED?

   Now that we understand the importance of being ‘saved’, or more 
accurately, ‘rescued,’ how do we go about it? What is the actual process 
of coming to peace with God? This is the most important question of 
your entire eternal life. 
  For those who have met our Loving Savior already you can use this 
as a guide to help lead others to a personal relationship with Christ. 
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    Jesus came to save us from sin. Remember sin is what brings the 
curse of God. The Quicksand of Death is made up of every sinful 
thought and action we have. SIN IS THE ISSUE.
   
  Matt. 1:21 - “And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name 
Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.”

  1John 3:4 - “Everyone who practices sin practices lawlessness and 
sin is lawlessness. And you know that He appeared in order to take 
away sins.”

   Rom. 6:23- “For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

      ADMIT IN YOUR HEART THAT YOU ARE A SINNER.

   Rom. 1:18 - “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men.”

   Rom. 3:23- “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God.”

                     ADMIT YOUR NEED FOR A SAVIOR.

   TITUS 3:5 - “He saved us not on the basis of deeds that we have 
done in righteousness but according to His mercy by the washing of 
regeneration and the renewing by the Holy Spirit.”

   1Peter 2:24 - “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, 
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds 
you were healed.”

   Rom. 5:8 - “But God demonstrates His own love towards us in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”
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                              CONFESS YOUR SINS
   
  
    1John 1:19 - “If we confess our sins He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

   Luke 24: 46-47 - “Thus it is written that the Christ should suffer and 
rise from the dead the third day and repentance for forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed in His name to all nations.”

                            ASK HIM TO SAVE YOU.

   Rom. 10:13 - “Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be 
saved.”

   John 6:35 - “I am the bread of life, he who comes to me shall not 
hunger and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.”

   John 6:37 - “And the one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast 
out.”

   John 1:2 - “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right 
to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name.”

                           BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART

   Heb. 11:6 - “Without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who 
comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of 
those who seek him.”

   John 3:16-18 - “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world should be saved through Him. He who be-
lieves in him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged 
already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten 
son of God.”
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                 BELIEVE IN YOUR HEART, CONTINUED

   2Tim. 1:9 - “Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling not 
according to our works but according to His own purpose and grace 
which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity.”

   John 5:24 - “Truly, truly I say to you, he who hears My word and 
believes in Him who sent Me has eternal life and does not come into 
judgement, but has passed out of death into life.”

   John 8:12 - “I am the light of the world; he who follows Me shall 
not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.”

                        CONFESS WITH YOUR MOUTH. 

   Matt. 10:32 - “Everyone therefore who confesses Me before men, I 
will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.”

   Rom.  10:9&10 - “If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you shall be 
saved, For with the heart men believes resulting in righteousness and 
with his mouth he confesses resulting in salvation. Whoever believes 
in Him will not be disappointed.”

                              RECEIVE IT BY FAITH. 

   JOHN. 10: 27&28 - “And I give eternal life to them, and they shall 
never perish; and no shall snatch them out of My hand. My Father who 
has given them to Me is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch 
them out of the Father’s hand.”

   Rom. 8:1 - “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ.”

   John 11:25 - “I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in 
Me shall live even if he dies.”
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                                    BE BAPTIZED
   
   Mark 16:16 - “He who has believed and been baptized shall be saved. 
But he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.”

   Rom. 6:4 - “Therefore we have been buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in fullness of life.”

   Matt. 28:19 - “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you.”

            BE PUTTING TO DEATH THE DEEDS OF SIN.

   Rom. 8:13 - òFor if you live according to the ÿesh you must die; 
but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body you 
will live.”

    Rom. 12:2 - “Do not be conformed to the world but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind.”

   John 3:36 - “He who believes is saved, but he who does not obey 
is lost.”

   1Peter 2:11 - “Beloved I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain 
from earthly lusts which wage war against your soul.”

   Col. 3:5 - “Consider the members of your earthly body as dead to 
immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire and greed which amounts to 
idolatry. For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will 
come and in them you once walked, when you were living in them. 
But now you also put them all aside; anger, wrath malice, slander and 
abusive speech from your mouth.”

   1John 2:15 - “Do not love the world or the things of the world. If 
anyone loves the world the love of the Father is not in him.”
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                              JUST TALK TO GOD
   
   This all sounds complicated at þrst, but it is actually very simple. In 
fact, it is so simple that it’s often overlooked. The way to approach 
God for the salvation of your soul is just this - talk to God. Go to Him 
privately or with a Christian friend and tell Him you would like to 
become His child. Tell Him of all your struggles. Openly confess your 
doubts to Him. Ask Him to show you that He is really there. You will 
be surprised by what happens! Then confess your sins to Him. Take 
your time and really get all the burdens off your soul. Then ask Jesus 
to come into your heart and make it new......and He will!
   Then begin to exercise your faith. The Bible says to believe in your 
heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and you will 
be saved. Begin to thank God for your new life with Him. Begin to 
thank him that He loves you and has heard your prayers. Thank Him 
that He has forgiven all your sins. This is FAITH in action. You may 
or may not feel any different right then, but God has made you His 
child! Keep rejoicing in Him and soon you will be overwhelmed by 
the sweet presence of God!
 
                                      HOW TO PRAY.
 
                        Here is an example of how to pray:
 
  ‘Dear Lord Jesus, I freely confess to you all my sins. I am tired of 
reaping the consequences of sin. I am drowning and will die in my 
sins if you don’t rescue me. Please forgive me for every wrong thing I 
have ever done [elaborate here] and cleanse me from them. I need you 
Lord Jesus and pray that You will come to me and make Your home 
in my heart. I give You my life, I pray that You would make me a new 
person. I thank you that You have said that any who come to You , You 
will in no way cast out.
   I believe that You love me and even now have received me as Your 
child. Thank you for forgiving my sins, thank you for accepting me 
and making me Your child this day. Lord, I receive Your Holy Spirit to 
make me a good and obedient child. Amen.’ 
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                                           FAITH
  
   There is one more point to be made while we are on the quicksand 
illustration: We could be sinking in the quicksand, someone could be 
holding a stick right over us all day long, and still we could drown in 
the quicksand.  Why? Because we didn’t take hold of it the stick. Jesus 
could be reaching His arm out to you, personally, right now but you 
will still perish if you don’t grab hold of it. When we do take hold we 
begin to be rescued. And what does that mean? How do we grab hold 
of His arm?        
                   His arm being extended to us is GRACE
                         We grabbing hold of it is FAITH
   By grace you have been saved through faith [Eph. 2:8]. And what 
is faith? It is another word for belief. So if we believe God we will 
be saved. But what are we supposed to believe? We are to believe the 
Word of God. We have just listed many verses of the Bible concerning 
the issue of your salvation. While they remain words on a page they 
will have no effect on your soul. The words become alive and able to 
rescue us as we BELIEVE them. Believing is our active participation 
in the process of being rescued. Believing God’s Word does not come 
naturally or easily to us. It requires work! Our minds are natually 
inclined to doubt and turn from the truth so we must þght to believe 
God’s word to us is true. We should repeat His good promises to us out 
loud. We must begin to thank Him for all the things His word promises. 
Thanking Him is the single most effective way of demonstrating faith. 
Here’s an example;
   You’ve read all the preceeding scripture verses and have prayed to 
Him that He would forgive your sins and make you a new person in 
Christ. Immediately after, you þnd yourself doubting that anything 
happened - that you were just praying to the air! Your enemy, the devil, 
will do anything to stop you from growing close to Christ and doubt 
is his most effective weapon. But in fact as you prayed God accepted 
you and you were born again. Begin to thank God for your salvation! 
Begin to rejoice that His words are true. Treat it as a matter of fact that 
you are now a child of God! That active faith is your holding on to 
the branch of grace which He has extended to you. If you continue to 
believe you will be overwhelmed by God’s blessing! God will reward 
your faith, and joy and peace will þll your heart.
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                                       LESSON SIX

                        THE TRANSITION OF THE LAW

   As you look ahead now you will see more chapters covering the 10 
Commandments. Since we just learned that we are saved by grace and 
not by works [that is by diligently following the commandments], why 
are we now studying the 10 Commandments? Good question! 
Now that we have received Christ as our Savior the Law takes on a 
brand new meaning.

                            TWO MEANINGS OF LAW

   The þrst thing we must do is examine the word Law as used in the 
Bible. It is used in two different ways to mean two different things.
   One meaning of the word Law refers to the 10 Commandments and 
the various laws governing man’s moral behavior. 
These are called the Moral Law. We see this clearly 
in Psalm 19 where David speaks of the delights 
of God’s laws. He says, “ The Law of the Lord is 
perfect restoring the soul, the precepts of the Lord 
are right rejoicing the heart. In keeping them there 
is great reward.”
   The second meaning refers to the system of sacriþcial offerings set 
up by God for the temporary covering of sin. This Ceremonial Law 
prescribed exact procedures for offering acceptable sacriþces to God. 
They could be performed only by the Levites or 
priests of God. This use of the word Law is seen 
clearly in Hebrews 7:28 “For the Law appoints 
men as high priests who are weak.”  And in Heb. 
10: 1-3 “For the Law since it has only a shadow 
of the good things to come and not the very form 
of things, can never by the same sacriþces year 
by year, which they offer continually, make perfect those who draw 
near. Otherwise would they not cease to be offered, because the wor-
shippers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had a 
consciousness of sin. But in those sacriþces there is a reminder of sin 
year by year.”
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               THE CEREMONIAL LAW WAS REPLACED 
                          BY  THE COMING OF JESUS
   
   Jesus abolished the Ceremonial Law by His coming, which is ex-
plained carefully in Hebrews 10:4 -10; 
  “For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away
       sins. Therefore when He comes into the world He says;
  òSacriþce and sin offering you have not desired, but a body Thou
       hast prepared for Me. In whole burnt offerings and sacriþces 
       for sin Thou hast taken no pleasure.” 
   Then I said, “Behold I have come, in the roll of the Book it is 
       written of Me, to do Thy will O God.”
    Then He said, “I have come to do Thy will.” He takes away the
       þrst in order to establish the second.
    By this will we have been sanctiþed through the offering of the
        body of Jesus Christ once for all.”
  
  He takes away this Law, that is the Ceremonial or Sacriþcial Law in 
order to establish another, which is the Law of Grace. This is a self-
evident truth. The Ceremonial Law prescribed yearly sacriþces for 
sin which had to be offered over and over again. But when the true 
sacriþce came, that is the Spot-
less Lamb of God, those tempo-
rary sacriþces were þnished. To 
continue sacriþcing after Jesusõ 
death was equivalent to insisting 
on paying installments on a loan 
that had already been paid off 
in full. It was senseless and un-
necessary. Those who continued 
to offer sacriþces were in effect 
telling God over and over that they did not accept the atonement 
provided by Jesus’ death. It was very offensive to God and was the 
very reason He caused the temple where the sacriþces were offered 
to be torn down and never rebuilt. So when the Bible speaks of the 
Law coming to an end, it is the Ceremonial Law  of sacriþces it is 
referring to. This is what Paul the Apostle meant when he addresses 
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this in Romans 7: 6,
   “But now we have been released from the law,
       having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in
       the newness of the Spirit, not in the oldness of the letter.”

   He is saying that we are no longer under their old system of pre-
scribed rituals and diets which the religious leaders had made central 
to their  Old Covenant observances. We must remember, too, that Paul 
was always wrestling with Jewish leaders who were persecuting him. 
Paul himself was a Jewish leader and all his arguments about the Law 
being abolished referred to a twisted religion of works based on out-
ward ceremonies. Jesus also raised a whip against these same scribes, 
lawyers and Pharisees.

         THERE IS ALSO A CHANGE IN THE OTHER LAW

   Now, regarding the other meaning of the Law, the Moral Law,  which 
is the 10 Commandments, we also have a change. It is a common as-
sumption in modern days to lump the Law [10 Commandments] in 
with the Law [Ceremonial] and throw them both out. Since Christians 
know that they are no longer under the Law but under Grace they 
often abandon everything to do with law. This becomes a snare and 
a source of great error in the modern church which leads to all types 
of sin and confusion. The Moral Law [10 Commandments] is not an-
nulled with the Ceremonial Law but a change does take place which 
alters its character.
   The transition that takes place in the Law [10 commandments] un-
der the New Covenant is this: We are no longer under the CURSE OF 
THE LAW.
    Galations 3;13 says it perfectly,
   “Christ redeemed us from the CURSE of the Law, having become a
        curse for us.”
   We are no longer bound by the curse of the Law, having to keep the 
Law perfectly. Jesus made a way for us to be made right in God’s eyes 
through FAITH in Jesus, who actually did fulþll the full requirements 
of righteousness under the Law. Now the requirements of the Law no 
longer hold any terror to us who are in Christ.
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   The 10 Commandments stand apart from the Old covenant with its 
sacriþces and the New Covenant with salvation through faith in Christ. 
That’s because the 10 Commandments are simply God’s standard of 
righteous behavior until heaven and earth pass away. Jesus speaks clearly 
on this in Matthew 5:17;
   “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did
        not come to abolish but to fulþll.
    For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away not the
       smallest letter or stroke shall pass away from the Law, until all
       is accomplished. 
   Whoever then annuls one of the least of these commandments and
         so teaches others shall be called least in the Kingdom of Heaven.
   But whoever keeps and teaches them shall be called great in the
       Kingdom of Heaven.”
   Jesus spoke these words with the full knowledge that He had come to 
abolish the sacriþcial aspects of the Law; yet He upheld the 10 Com-
mandments as part of the New Covenant. This is also conþrmed by many 
scriptures throughout the New Testament, some of which are listed under 
the next heading.

      THE LAW IS GOD’S STANDARD OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
  
   The reason the 10 Commandments stand apart is this:
   The Old Covenant was temporary for the forgiveness of sin, but it had no 
ability to change the heart. Forgiveness came through sacriþcial offerings 
as mentioned. The imperfect covenant passed away when the time came 
for Jesus the Perfect Sacriþce to be offered. Now through Jesus and the 
Holy Spirit we are both forgiven and changed in our heart to desire obe-
dience. Obedience to what? God has spelled out exactly what obedience 
is. His standard of righteousness is deþned in the 10 Commandments and 
Jesus’ explanation of them in the Sermon on the Mount. If the standard of 
righteousness is thrown out with the Old Covenant sacriþces confusion re-
sults. We end up reverting back to the time with the Israelites when every 
man did what was right in his own eyes. Worse yet, obedience  becomes 

              THE 10 COMMANDMENTS STAND APART 
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following impulses, urgings and voices. These 
are very often misleading and sometimes even 
demonic. Sincere people wanting to obey God 
end up doing things contrary to the standard 
set up by God because they were following a 
prompting that led them to believe a certain 
law of God did not apply to them in this or 
that circumstance. This is precisely the state that much of the church 
in western countries has fallen into.

    THE COMMANDMENTS BECOME THE RULE OF LIFE
  
   This is not to say that God does not lead His people or even speak 
to them. In many extreme circumstances God has marvelously led 
His people. However, as a rule of living for all men and women at all 
times He has given us the guidelines of what will please Him. So the 
super Christian and the ordinary believer functioning in the workplace 
have same exact rules of behavior which are acceptable to God.  Every 
impulse and every leading must be subjected to the written Word of 
God. 
   The 10 Commandments are not the means of our salvation, but  
they have become our rule of living. Now we obey them because we 
love God for what He has done for us in Jesus. We want to obey them! 
By this we know that we have truly been saved and touched by God 
- if we want to obey. This is abundantly testiþed in the Scriptures,
    Matt. 5:19 “Whoever keeps and teaches them [the commandments] 
shall be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven.”

   Matt. 19:17 “there is only one who is good; but if you wish to enter 
into life keep the Commandments.”

   John 14:21 “He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it 
is that loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father 
and I will love him.”

   John, 15:10 “If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My 
love.”
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   Romans 3: 31 “Do we nullify the Law through faith? May it never 
be! On the contrary we establish the Law.”

   Ephesians 6:1-3 Paul teaches the commandments; “Children obey 
your parents in the Lord for this is right. Honor your father and mother  
[which is the þrst commandment with a promise], that it may be well 
with you and that you may live long on the earth.”

   Titus 2:14 “Who gave Himself for us that He might redeem us from 
every lawless deed and purify for himself a people for His own pos-
session, zealous for good deeds.”

   1John 2:3 “By this we know that we have come to know Him, if we 
keep His commandments.

    1John 2:24 “And the one who keeps His commandments abides in 
Him and He in him. And we know by this that He abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom He has given us.”

   1John 5:3 “For this is the love of God, that we keep His command-
ments and His commandments are not burdensome.”

    This last verse is one of the þnest tests of our relationship with God. 
If we go to church and þnd ourselves either having no thought about 
God’s laws or straining against them, we have not actually met Jesus 
yet - weõre just going to church. If we þnd that weõre always trying 
to justify the things we’re doing and are always pushing the limits to 
what our church will allow, we are also still in darkness. If, however, 
we come into a lively personal relationship with Jesus we will þnd we 
can say like David did that the laws of God are “Sweeter than honey 
and the drippings of the honeycomb.” When Jesus enters our life we 
desire to obey, we love to obey and His laws are not burdensome but 
beautiful to us.
   When we are truly born again, our only real grief is that we’re not 
following God more closely. We are grieved that we still þnd our-
selves sinning and following His commandments so imperfectly. We 
want to obey not only the  letter of the law but also the heart of the 
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law. We pour over the Scriptures to þnd all that God wants of us. We 
use the law of God as a mirror to see if there is any offensive behavior 
in us. This is what the beloved James the Just is referring to in James 
1:25, 
  “But the one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, 
and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual 
doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.”
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                                    LESSON SEVEN

                                  THE DEVIL’S JOB

   As we examine the Commandments we þnd there are eight things 
NOT TO DO and two things TO DO. Eight speciþc things God 
has commanded we must not do and two speciþc things we must 
do. These, along with their New Testament counterparts, are the 
most important things God desires to see in our lives. Because 
they are so important to God they are also important to His enemy.
   The devil has a job on planet Earth and he does his job very well. You 
could almost say he is a perfect devil. His 
design is to lead us into death by separat-
ing us from the source of life. Sin is what 
separates us from God, the source of life. 
Since God has deþned exactly what sin is 
the devil just works off the same list! This 
perfect devilõs job is to meet us þrst thing 
every morning and do everything in his power to make us DO every 
Commandment that we’re told NOT to do and NOT DO every com-
mand we’re supposed to do. He loves his work and that’s why it’s so 
easy to be bad and so hard to be good. The devil sets himself against 
us every day to cause us to do the very things that offend God. That 
is why even if we’ve had the privilege of growing up in a Christian 
home we can’t be content to think that we’re  not subject to the gross 
temptations of the world or that we’ll automatically be good. In fact 
quite the contrary! Every single one of us from the worst murderer to 
the most innocent little girl growing up in a Christian home is born 
with the exact same sinful nature. Those who are pure and striving 
after righteousness become the particular target of God’s enemy.
   Picture a woman who spent the morning cleaning out the chimney. 
From there she went straight to hanging out fresh washed sheets. 
Every sheet that brushed against her sooty clothes or was touched 
by her sooty hands would have black smudges. And what happens 
if you have perfectly white linen that gets soot on it? If you try to 
brush it off, it gets worse and worse. The soot gets everywhere!
  The devil is the ruler of this world and he is pitch black. Everything 
he touches becomes polluted. The whole world has been handled by 
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him so that even when a little one is born into the world it is al-
ready dirty. When the devil walks to and fro throughout the earth 
and sees everything nice and þlthy he is quite pleased and satisþed 
with himself! All he has touched is corrupted. But if he happens to 
see something gleaming in the distance heõs alarmed. If he þnds it is 

something clean and white, such 
as a group of God’s children 
who have received Christ and 
are putting to death the deeds 
of the ÿesh, he is outraged! He 
doesn’t leave the ninety-nine 
to seek the one who is lost; he 
leaves the ninety-nine lost to 

seek the one who is saved! He doubles and triples his efforts to cause 
them to stumble. That’s why we must be constantly on guard. 1Pe-
ter 5:8 says “Be sober of spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary the 
devil prowls about like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.” 

               OUR HUMAN NATURE WORKS WITH HIM

   Since the devil works overtime to get us to break as many of 
the Commandments as possible, we often find ourselves mired 
in sin. Thank God we can go back to Jesus again and be washed 
clean through repentance. Unfortunately though, when the devil 
makes us dirty we often don’t want to be cleaned up right away. 
We want to stay dirty and keep thinking wicked thoughts and do-
ing wicked things. It’s our nature to love sin and the devil takes full 
advantage of that weakness. So, how do we get out of this situation? 
   We þnd that the devil can only do things because we let him. He 
can’t make us bad unless we allow him to. So we are really to blame. 
We open a door to the devil when he comes knocking offering us 
tantalizing temptations. God has established that through His help 
we can shut that door. We can practice being good. We can’t be 
good instantly as we desire because of our sin nature, but God has 
ordained that we can practice being obedient until it becomes a new 
habit. As we develope new habits over time, the urge to sin in those 
areas will diminish. It is very similar to starting music lessons. At 
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þrst your þngers do not and will not go into the right positions. You 
get discouraged; you want to give up. But as you keep it up and keep 
practicing, it becomes easier and easier. Eventually, we will even forget 
that at one time it was so difþcult. Thatõs just how it is with virtue. If 
we persist and practice virtue through God’s grace, we will eventually 
get better until þnally what was a weakness will become a strength!

           OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN REPENTANCE

    Once we receive Christ we become a child of God. As His child we 
will be forgiven for our ongoing mistakes, but we will still be punished. 
Many people when they become Christians use their freedom in Christ 
to be careless in regard to sin. They þgure that they are forgiven and if 
they sin, God will forgive them again. After all didn’t Jesus Himself say 
that we must forgive someone who sins against us 70 x 7 times a day? 
Will He not also be as merciful to us? Yes, He will. If you repent, He 
will forgive you as many times as you sin.  However there is one small 
thing that is overlooked - you can be forgiven but the consequence of 
sin still remains. Many have heard of life changing conversions that 
take place on death row. A convicted murderer confesses his sins and 
becomes a child of God. He is forgiven, but he will still pay for his 
crime with a life sentence or with capital punishment. The consequence 
of his crime remains - the one he murdered is still dead even though 
the murderer is þlled with the joy of forgiveness. Or take the case of 
a young woman who commits the sin of fornication. She sleeps with 
her boyfriend and becomes pregnant. In the anguish that follows she 
may turn her life over to Jesus, but she will still have that child the 
rest of her life or the guilt of abortion. The forgiveness is real but the 
consequences still follow. 

         DISOBEDIENCE ALWAYS BRINGS PUNISHMENT

   Another reason that obedience is better than repentance is this: when 
we become a child of God, God becomes our Father! As a good and 
true parent He disciplines us strictly when we disobey Him! Proverbs 
3:11&12 says,
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   “My son do not reject the discipline of the Lord, or loathe His
       reproof, for whom the Lord loves He reproves, even as a father
       the son in whom he delights.”
    A child of the world, unrepentant and stubborn, experiences the 
wrath of God. His punishment for sin is poured out on the ‘sons of 
disobedience.’ They reap the full consequences of their sinful actions. 
As a child of God we don’t escape punishment just because we’re for-
given, because God disciplines His people! The difference is that the 
nature of the punishment changes. In the case of unrepentant sinners 
the punishment is unto death. In the case of the children of God the 
punishment is unto life. God‘s love for us is most clearly demonstrated 
by His unfailing discipline toward us. He does not want us to be harmed 
by the dangers of sin. He mercifully and diligently corrects and chas-
tises His beloved children. So in every case sin leads to punishment. 
If you are a sinner you are punished as the just penalty for breaking 
the law; if you are a Christian you are punished in order to lead you 
into a pure life. 
   We see this clearly in the life of King David. He is called a man 
after God’s own heart, yet he sinned grossly on several occasions. On 
each occasion the punishment of God followed. When he caused the 
people to be numbered against God’s wishes, God forgave him, but He 
also caused a plague to spread through Israel which wiped out a large 
portion of David’s men. When he committed adultery God forgave 
him, but as a punishment the child of Bathsheba was allowed to die. 
Also, because of the magnitude of the sin [which also brought about 
the death of Bathsheba’s husband] God caused David’s wives to be 
publicly deþled. So it is a grievous mistake to think that we can deal 

loosely with sin just because we can be 
forgiven. Ours is to deal with sin as though 
it were the most dangerous thing on earth, 
which it is. We must be afraid of sin, we 
must learn to fear sin. We must study to 
learn what the laws of God are and then 

be afraid of breaking them. God warned Adam and Eve that on the 
day they sinned they would die. We will not drop dead immediately 
after we do something wrong; however, just like with our þrst parents 
we will separate ourselves from God. That separation will eventually 
lead to death.
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                                        LESSON EIGHT     

                          THE SECOND COMMANDMENT

   With the devil focusing on the 10 Commandments as the quickest, 
most effective way to separate people from God, he then proceeds to try 
to get the world to break each and every one of them. What better way 
to plunge people into complete disobedience than to get them to do the 
opposite of what God said without them even knowing it?! So he gets 
them to þll their lives with false idols without any idea of what theyõre 
doing. They run from idol to idol from morning to night and never real-
ize they are reaping the penalty of breaking the First Commandment. 
    Next he turns his attention to the Second Commandment; Thou 
SHALT NOT take the name of the Lord thy God in vain. By his skill 
and craft he is able to have the name of the Lord used as a curse word. 
It is not just a curse word, it is the curse word. It is the most common 
and acceptable form of cursing. So that when other words are banned 
from public media as distasteful, the sacred name of the Jesus can be 
defamed from morning to night without any 
repercussion. Can you imagine the outcry if 
the name Allah were used as a curse word 
on television? On that subject, have you ever 
wondered why we don’t yell ‘oh Buddha’ or 
‘oh Hare Krishna’ or ‘Mohammed’ when 
things go wrong? It’s because Satan knows 
it doesn’t matter how many times we use Buddha as a curse word, it 
doesn’t have any effect on separating us from God. No, his design is to 
hurt us as much as possible, so he mysteriously puts the name of Jesus 
into the mouths of people when they’re angry. He knows that if Jesus is 
used as a curse it will separate us from God. Once he separates us from 
God, he will be able to shepherd us into hell with very little resistance. 

       DO NOT FOLLOW THE MULTITUDE IN DOING EVIL

   Another of his tactics is to cause a law of God to be broken so fre-
quently that it no longer is considered a law by most people. Take 
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the example of posted speed limits on our various roads and high-
ways. In New England, if not throughout the country, the speed 
limits are so routinely ignored that if someone was ticketed in a 65 
mph zone for going only 80 mph the driver would be irate! Why? 
Because the trafþc ÿows ordinarily at 80 - 85 mph. The posted 
limits have ceased to exist because it has become acceptable to 
greatly exceed them without any concern for breaking the law.
   In the case of the Second Commandment we have a similar situa-
tion. This law has been so routinely ignored that it ceases to be a law 
in the minds of the people. They think it can be broken with impunity 

- that nothing will happen to them. If 
they were to be punished for taking the 
Lord’s name in vain they would be irate! 
They would complain that everybody 
does it and that they were being unfairly 
treated! However the Scriptures say “Do 
not follow the multitude in doing evil” 
[Exodus, 23:2]. There is no excuse that 
will stand up to God’s all penetrating 

gaze. Ours is to study the requirements and abide by them no mat-
ter what the rest of the world is doing. When we die we will stand 
before God alone. The multitude we followed in doing evil will not 
be there to defend us. The full Second Commandment reads,
   “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the 
Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes his name in vain.”
That means every single time we hear the Lord’s name used as a curse 
word, punishment is being assigned - on TV, on videos, in the work 
place. He will not leave them unpunished even though everybody does 
it. The book of Leviticus 5:17 says,
   “Now if a person sins and does any of the things which the Lord
       has commanded not to be done, even though he was unaware,
       still he is guilty and will bear his punishment.” 

       GOD DOES NOT FORGET BECAUSE IT IS HIS NAME

   Imagine for a moment that your own name was used as an excla-
mation every time something annoyed people. And imagine that it 
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was not just generically your name - Nicholas or Jennifer - but it was 
you speciþcally out of all those with your name that they were referring 
to! Next try to imagine what it would be like to be able to hear your 
name being used as a curse in every workplace, every ofþce, every 
factory, in every bar and restaurant and in every home! Jesus hears 
His name used that way 24 hours a day. What a hurtful way to treat 
the One who loves us to the end of time! 
   We spoke of the Commandments not being burdensome to us and 
they are not. If we imagine the tender heart of Jesus enduring that type 
of abuse, it makes us desire to speak His name lovingly and reverently. 
Picture what a wonderful soothing fragrance it is to our Dear Savior 
when He hears one of His beloved children speak His name tenderly in 
the midst of the great din of curses. He is our dearest friend, our truest 
love and our greatest joy. Our loving use of His name can actually be 
a comfort to Him and make all His pains for us seem worthwhile. God 
is a Person, not a ‘force.’

                                       PICTURE THIS

   Say you were at school one hot day and on the way home you decided 
to go for a swim at the lake. While you were a long way out suddenly 
your leg cramped up. You start to panic and then begin to go down. A 
school mate sees you in trouble. This particular school mate is someone 
a little different from everyone else and a little misunderstood. He also 
can’t swim. But without a moment’s hesitation he rushes in to try to 
save you. Somehow he manages to reach you and pull you to safety. 
Youõre safe and alive! As you look around in relief however, you þnd 
that your rescuer is nowhere in sight. In the midst of saving you he’s 
taken on so much water that he’s gone under. The sad conclusion is that 
he has drowned. Youõre in shock and disbelief at his utter selÿessness. 
He not only risked his life but actually went to his death rescuing you. 
You’re overwhelmed that such a person could even exist on earth. 
   After the funeral things return to normal. One day, as you’re walking 
down the hall you hear someone mention his name. But something is 
wrong. It’s not in a good way, but as a scornful joke! Did you hear 
correctly? Were they actually mocking the very person who gave 
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his life for you? They’re making fun of him because he was so stupid as 
to jump in the water when he couldn’t swim. They mock him because 
he could save you but not himself! Then somehow it becomes a fad at 
school. Suddenly whenever something goes wrong everyone uses his 
name as a swear word! Imagine how you would feel. But that’s just 
the beginning. Then it becomes so pervasive that you found yourself 
thinking it! Eventually his name slips out of your own mouth as a curse. 
Try to imagine the injustice of that.
   From this we can see how terribly wrong it is to use Jesus’ name as 
a curse. Not only must we resist the tide of a society that mocks Him 
continually, but we should be indignant towards those who defame our 
Savior who gave His life to save us.  

                          OTHER USES OF SWEARING                                                 
               PROHIBITED BY THE COMMANDMENT 

   In the Biblical context we see there are other meanings for the 
word swear which are also prohibited by the Second Commandment.
   a] One use means to swear by God. That is any oath or a vow using  
the name of the Lord. A case for this might be along the lines of ‘I swear 
by God if that man ever steps on my property again I’ll call the police 
and have him thrown off.’  This is invoking God to be a witness that 
you will do the thing you say. The truth is you have no assurance that 
you will even be alive tomorrow. And God may determine that the next 
time He sees you He’ll have you thrown out! Another common usage 
would be to swear by God that by this time next year you will have 
accomplished this or that goal. This is particularly the meaning that 
Jesus was warning against in the Sermon on the Mount. He instructs us 
in Matthew 5:34 -37 not to make any vow that we will do something. 
He teaches that men should be humble and realize they have no power 
to absolutely determine the outcome of 
events. Instead we are to simply say ‘I 
hope to do this or that and if God enables 
me I will accomplish it.’ When man makes 
an oath before God he fails to recognize 
that the events the earth are sovereignly 
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